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ABSTRACT

This study aims to investigate levels of working practices of dental nurses and to
study factors that affect working practices of dental nurses. The questionnaire was use
to collect data from 168 dental nurses in Pattani, Yala and Narathiwas province. The
determinants comprised gender, age, marital status, education background, place of
graduation, year of graduation, the capability to use Malayu language for
communication, working experience, work position, work place, dentist, number of
dental nurse and dental assistant. The outcomes comprised three groups: clinical,
preventive and project activities. Statistical method included factor analysis, t-test,
ANOVA and multiple linear regression analysis. The results showed that the dental
nurses in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand were doing more in clinical
activities than preventive activities and project activities. Year of graduation and work
place were the predictors of the clinical activities, Dental nurses who graduated
before year 2009 were doing more practice in clinical activities than dental nurses
who graduated in year 2009 or later. Work place and dentist were the predictors of the
preventive activities. Dental nurses who work with dentist were doing more practice
in preventive activities than dental nurses who worked without dentists. Marital status

and working experience were the predictors of the project activities. Dental nurses



who had working experience more than 7 years were doing more active in project

activities than dental nurses who had working experience equal or less than 7 years.





