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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study were: 1) to study the conditions and contexts
of Islamic organizations providing assistance and forming the Islamic identity of
mu’allafs in various regions of Thailand; 2) to examine the patterns of Islamic
organizations in providing assistance and forming the Islamic identity of mu’allafs in the
southernmost provinces of Thailand; and 3) to develop a model of assistance and
identity formation for the Islamic organizations in Thailand’s Deep Southern Border
Provinces, specifically tailored to the needs of mu’allafs. The data collection involved
representatives from 10 Islamic organizations, totaling 30 individuals through in-depth
interviews and group discussions as the primary research tools. The data analysis was
conducted using qualitative content analysis methods. The findings indicate the
following:

1.Emerging Muslim organizations in Thailand contributed to diverse
patterns of mu’allaf assistance and Islamic identity formation depending on the
organization’s missions. They were the following: (1) the Santichon Foundation focuses
on providing knowledge and consultation, addressing mu’allafs concerns, disseminating
Istamic knowledge through online media, and financially supporting Islamic activities;
(2) the Human Mercy Foundation focuses on providing basic livelihood essentials:
shelters, foods, clothes, etc; and promoting Islamic identity through teaching, training,
and knowledge-building about the fundamental principles and practices of Islam; (3)
the Foundation for Education and Development of Muslims in Northeast Thailand
emphasizes providing education and knowledge in forming Islamic identity, promoting
cooperation among Muslims in the northeastern region and internationally, and
developing human resources through activities such as teaching Islam and organizing
summer camps for Muslim youth.

2.Islamic organizations in the Deep Southern Border Provinces of
Thailand reported their patterns of assistance and identity-forming practices for

mu’allafs including issuing Islamic faith certificates, organizing Islamic education



programs, Quran reading training, distributing Zakat and donations, establishing mu’allaf
funds, and promoting vocational skills and basic livelihood factors.

3.The organizational model contextually suitable for assisting and
forming Islamic identity among mu’allafs in Thailand's Deep Southern Border Provinces
was identified as the "Al-Irshad Model," comprising six components: Al (Al-Quran)
referring to providing Qur’an reading training; / (Ilmu) referring to organizing Islamic
education programs; R (Rizki) referring to promoting vocational skills and basic
livelihood factors; Sh (Shahadah) referring to issuing Islamic faith certificates; A (Alms)
referring to distributing Zakat (alms) and donations; and D (Sunduk) referring to
establishing Islamic funds.

Recommendations for improvement include the following:

1) Conducting annual surveys by the Provincial Islamic Commission
Office in the Deep Southern Border Provinces is recommended to ascertain mosque
numbers and the size of associated mu’allaf populations. Continuous educational
initiatives should be emphasized for a comprehensive understanding of Islamic
principles. Additionally, fostering opportunities for meaningful interactions and
knowledge exchange among mu’allafs is a priority.

2) It is advisable to establish dedicated Islamic centers to support and
foster Islamic identity among mu’allaf communities. District-level Islamic associations,
supervised by the Provincial Istamic Commission, can manage and oversee these
centers. It’s also crucial to ensure contextual appropriateness and alignment with local
needs in establishing and operating these centers.

3) Encouraging the formation of cohesive mu’allaf groups and facilitating
the cultivation of strong relationships within their communities are important.
Moreover, organizing targeted activities to enhance their vocational skills and livelihood
opportunities will contribute to their overall well-being and empowerment.

4) It is vital to cultivate harmonious relations between mu’allafs and
mosques by prioritizing religious education and community engagement. Strengthen
the relationship by promoting a sense of belonging and involvement within the Muslim

community.
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