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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the teachers’ reprimand towards students. The
strategies of data collection adopted in this research was to interview with 60 teachers in 3
southern border provinces using 8 discourse completion tests based on the desirable
characteristics of students from the basic education core curriculum. The results show that there
are 7 strategies of direct speech acts which are telling students to act, informing students the
consequences of action, pointing out the mistakes, repeating the rules and regulations,
constructing conditions, stimulating through the act of inquiring, and foresting negative
assessment. As for indirect speech acts, there are 6 strategies as follows: telling students
information, commanding students to discard inappropriate behaviors, quoting others’ remarks,
giving chances, complimenting, and asking for behavior correction. Lastly, here are 7 strategies
for supportive strategies and these strategies are using the word “student” , using pronouns, using
names, using compliments, using intetjection, using the word “fi” and using greeting words.

The overall results show that teachers had behavior as following, They preferred using
direct speech acts to indirect speech acts, followed by supportive strategies. Considering teachers’
genders, they used similar reprimand approaches. In the case of students, female students were
treated with indirect speech act rather than male students while male students were more likely to
be treated with supportive strategies than female students. Considering teachers’ mother tongues

which are Thai and Malay, the study showed that they used similar approaches.



