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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study (1) meaning and importance of
peace in Islam and general, (2) the policy of Fatoni University in establishing peace, and
(3) the role played by the university in peace building in the three southern border
provinces. The research is qualitative and was conducted by collecting, studying and
analyzing related data and literature materials, and using field study through interview
and questionnaire. The samples used in the research include 1) 5 interviewed selective
administrators of the university, and 2) 367 staff and students out of the total 4,502
population. The researcher used SPSS13.0 FOR WINDOWS PROGRAM to analyze the data.
The statistics applied are the percentage, average value, and standard deviation value.

The results of the research found that

1. The meaning and importance of peace in general is that all people could
live together happily and peacefully in the same community. No one afflicts, exploits,
and is suspicious to others. All uphold justice and peace. And in Islam, peace is not only
given importance for the sake of this world but also Akhirah (life after death). According
to Islam, peace was bestowed by God, Almighty, upon human beings through Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) who was the best model in maintaining life and
building peace on earth. Peace in man could be created only by inculcation of right faith,
namely belief in Allah (Glorious be to Him), His omnipresence, abiding by His

commandments, and avoiding what was prohibited by Him.
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2 The policy adopted by the university related to peace building are
manifested in 1) its academic programs and subjects to make students understand and
love peace, 2) its producing graduate in order to build peace in community through
various subjects and activities such as Qiyamullail (night religious activities), Quranic
learning group class, and training to make the learners exemplary in peace building at
local, national and international levels, and 3) its creating awareness in public mind with
relation to peace. In this case, Fatoni University attempted to function as a learning and
peace building institute in conformity with Islam through various publications and
academic forums.

3. Regarding the roles played by the university to promote and establish
peace in the three southern provinces, the study found that generally it is at very good
level. Individually, the highest mean level of the role conducted is in the administrators’
way of thinking. Secondary to it is producing peace-loving graduate. The initiation of
new peace-orientated program is at very good level. The suggestions resulted from the
research interview found that the university has its own way of thinking in peace building
at individual, family, community, as well as national and international level for the sake
of this worldly life and the hereafter. In realizing this aim, at first step it taught the
community religious knowledge through the slogan of Ummah Wahidah (One Nation)
and Ummah Wasata (Moderate or Tolerant Nation). The university also aims to imbue

students with Islamic spirit of loving and upholding peace in multi-cultural society.
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