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ABSTRACT

Breeding success of the Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) was investigated in the
wetland reserve of the Pattani Central Prison during October 2008-August 2009. Breeding of the
Little Egret occurred twice yearly; the first period was from October to late February whereas the
second period was from March to July. The results revealed that mean number of egg/nest,
hatched chick and nestling was 2.77 £ 0.45, 2.50 £ 0.40 and 1.53 + 0.30, respectively. The loss of
chicks increased towards 14 days of age. However, the loss was not significantly different
(p < 0.05) in both periods. Moreover the percentage nest loss during incubation was 43.93%.

Breeding success of the Little Egret 2008/09 colony was 0.85 £ 0.41. The
statistical analysis, generalized estimating equation, demonstrated that the correlation between
number of chicks, both periods, sub-area of nesting, and age of nestling was significantly

different (p < 0.01).

The identification of food from regurgitates showed that food intake by the Little
Egret mainly fish (82.68%) followed by crustaceans (15.63%). Most of the fish belonged to the
order Perciformes including: Oreochromis nilotica, Trichogaster trichopterus, Puntius

leiacanthus, Trichopsis vittata and Anabas testudineus.

The main feeding range of the Little Egret was within 15 km. The habitats in a
radius of 10 Km surroundings the nesting colony was favored to the Little Egrets. The habitat

mainly included salt pans > shrimp ponds > intertidal mudflats. This was related to the number of

bird counted in the fly way to the colony.
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