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Short Term Vocational Training Requirements for Youths in the Four

Southern Border Provinces of Thailand
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) To study the characteristics of needs
on short term vocational training for youths in the four southern border provinces of
Thailand. 2) To compare characteristics of the needs on these training for those
youths among those studying in private Islamic schools, in regular government
secondary schools, and in external informal and self study education centers. 3) To
study factors affecting short term vocational training needs for these youths. 4) To
compare factors affecting these needs among these youths by gender, by attending
class level and by school category. 5) To study aspired vocational short term training
needs for these youths in the four southern border provinces.

The study samples are higher secondary school students in the four
southern provinces comprising the province of Narathiwas, Yala, Pattani and that
from the adjoining four districts of Songkhla province (Chana, Thepa, Na Thawi and
Saba Yoi). Four hundred and sixty samples were collected by stratified random
sampling. The tool implemented in the study is a questionnaire on training needs
which has been designed and developed by the authors. The content validity from
the tests was 0.95 and the reliability of the guestionnaire rendering a Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient of 0.85 was obtained from the test. Data gathered were statistically
analyzed using an established computer program. Analyses include frequency,

percentage point, sample means, standard deviation, t-test, one-way ANOVA and

Scheffe’s test. Results on the findings are:



1. Training needs characteristics. Information awareness is mostly perceived
from newspapers, television and radio, in that order. Most have never before
attended short course training programs. The preferred training period for a course is
1-7 days, preferably when conducted in April, March and February, in that order.
Preferred days of the week are weekend mornings between 0900 and 1200 hrs.
Certificates of attendance should be issued. Emphasis in training should be on both
theory and practice. Training activity should include study tour. Training curricula
should be designed as a collection of separate subjects. Trainees’ expectations are
that they should be able to implement the acquired knowledge to supplement their
main career earnings in their future. Most are eager to learn more and opined that
short term vocational training is a most and utmost necessity for them.

2. Comparisons on training characteristics of the needs by school category.
Information channel on the training events by school category were from
newspapers, television and radio, respectively. These youths are mostly equipped
with no prior experiences on training. Their preferred day, month, and duration of
training exhibit similar characteristic needs for all school categories.

3. Factors affecting training needs. Personal desire and incentive, advisory
needs before training, and expectation after training affect short term training needs
in a very high and highest levels.

4. Factors affecting short term training needs. On the school category variable,
this has an effect on personal incentive and expectation after training with a
statistical significance of 0.05.

5. Most youths exhibit high level of needs for short term training. On
individual training subject, topics of top interests are food production, food

processing and merchandising of food and other products.
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