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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to determine variables discriminating study field selection and
also to develop a model of discriminant analysis in order to predict study field selection, whether in
general academic or Islamic studies programs, by first-year students at Prince of Songkla University
who graduated from Islamic private schools in Pattani province. The correlation study was the
research design in this study. Data were collected from two groups of the first-year students at Prince
of Songkla University who graduated from Islamic private schools in Pattani province. These two
groups included 57 students in Islamic studies programs and 229 in general academic programs.
The study tools were a questionnaire about factors affecting study field selection at the university
level with twelve variables.

The results yielded that the predictor variable best discriminating study field
selection at the university level of the first-year students at Prince of Songkla University who
graduated from Islamic private schools in Pattani province, whether in general academic or Islamic
studies programs was the educational guidance by guidance teachers. After the application of
discriminant analysis, 87.2% of the analyzed students in general academic programs were classified
correctly, while 94.7% of the students in Islamic studies programs were classified correctly. Overall,

this discriminant analysis model correctly predicted 89.2% of both classified groups. The

discriminator variable was identified as the effect of school guidance.





