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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive research was to describe professional nurses’
empowerment in a regional hospital during terrorism in three border provinces, southern Thailand.
The study sample was 186 professional nurses, working in one regional hospital in the lower
border provinces of southern Thailand. The research instrument used in this study was a
questionnaire which counsisted of two parts: 1) the general data questionnaire and 2) professional
nurses’ empowerment questionnaire. The conceptual framework for this study was based on
Gibson’s concept of empowcrment (Gibson, 1993). The validity of the questionnaires was
assessed by 3 experts. The reliability of the questionnaires, using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient,
was 0.93. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation.

The results showed that professional nurses can empower themselves during terrorism in
three border provinces, southern Thailand, at a high level ( X =2.19, S.D. = 0.35; theoretical range
0-3). It was found that the mean score of the phase of discovering reality was the highest (x =
2.38, S.D. = 0.40), followed by that for taking charge ( x= 2.19, S.D. = 0.42), that for critical
reflection (x=2.11, S.D. = 0.41) and that for holding on (x =2.10, S.D. = 0.44).

The results can be used in planning to enhance staff nurses” empowerment in nursing

practice during terrorism in the future.
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