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Kalaebesar : An Important Sea-trade »Center Before the Rise

of the Krusae Center

1
Jureerat Buakaeuw

Abstract

Kalaebesar harbour, once an old seaport, is located in Kamiyor Sub-district,
Muang district, Pattani Province. In the past, this harbour was geographically suitable for
sea-trades with foreign merchants from Malaysia (Kedah, Kelantan, Terangnu, and Pahang),‘
Indonesia (Battavia), China, and many other lands. On the mainland, there were many
inland waterways which conveniently provided trading routes. Furthermore, Pattani had a
lot of forest products needed by foreign merchants who wanted to export them to their
homeland markets. These factors all contributed to the rise of Kalaebesar as the region's
key seaport center for commerce and culture.

At present, plentiful ruins can still be found in this area, including a mast of
a large vessel buried in the shallow harbour area, traces of four brick-kiln sites, sherds
of porcelain and ceramics, as well as Chinese and Arab coins. Thus, Kalaebesar should
be considered the most important sea-trade center before the rise of the Kersae center
during the 20th 21" century of the Buddist era since the site of Krusea center itself
came from the growth of coastal sand bar which probably had emerged very much later

then the Kalaebesae seaport itself.

Key Words : Kalaebesar, Langasuka, Krusae, Ban Di kiln, forest products, porcelain

1
M.A.( History); Department of History and Arts, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prince of Songkla
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