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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study the situations of the employment and the
unemployment of people in Muslim communities in Southern border provinces, the problems of
unemployment and Muslims' opinions toward unemployment.

The subjects under the study were 500 respondents from Muslim households sampled
by using mixed sampling. The data were collected by using interview forms invented by the
researchers, and were analyzed by percentage, ANOVA and content analysis.

The findings of the research were concluded as follows. Most households were
agricultural ones. The employment rate was at low level. Some economic activities were not
appropriate to Muslims. Some workers were unskilled as they come from the agricultural sector.
Consequently, there were disguised unemployment and seasonal unemployment.

As there was an oversupply of labor, the entrepreneurs in the non-agricultural sector
could choose to employ the labor who accepted lower wages. This caused problems such as
underemployment and temporary employment. Some workers in the agricultural sector would
like to change their employment status due to low income but some workers in the service

sector and the industrial sector would change their employment due to low benefits and

- ;Grant : The Office of the National Research Council of Thailand
M.Ed. (Population Education); Department of Social Sciences, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Prince of S;angkla University
4M.A. (islamic Studies) ; Department of Islamic Studies, College of Islamic Studies, Prince of Songkla University
M.A. (Teahing English); Asst.Prof., Demonstration School, Faculty of Education, Prince of Songkla University
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inconvenience in religious practices. Without factors of production, most workers outside the
communities or in foreign countries temporarily work in the service sector and the industrial
sector which required few skills and as a result they received low incomes and low benefits.

The unemployment rate was 4.62 percent because the expansion of employment was
not relevant to Muslims' way of life, while the employment relevant to Muslims' way of life was
decreasing. Most unemployment occurred in fishery communities and was also found among
females who were single, divorced or widows. Unemployment was also found.among those
under 25 years old However, there was no significant difference among variables.

The reasons why unemployed persons did not work in their communities were the lack
of production factors, low incomes, lack of skills required by the jobs, lack of guarantors and
inconvenience in travelling. The subjects either find employment themselves or their relatives
helped. Problems on part of the unemployed persons were their idleness, drug addiction, thefts
and crimes.

Accbrding to their general opinions toward the purposes of employinent, most subjects
considered working a religious act. Therefore, they did not choose their occupations by the
incomés or wages but choosing the ones pénnitted by their religion and convenient for
religious practice. Some service occupations therefore were not accepted despite high income
such as singing, acting or some employments in entertainment places or restaurants, work for
fishery crews, beauticians, or work in financial institutes or banks. As a result, unemployment

occurred more in this region than in others.

Key Words : Muslim communities, southern border provinces, labor, employment,

unemployment
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