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ABSTRACT

This qualitative study is aimed to (1) explore situations of usage and
values of the Patani Malay pantuns in the southern border provinces of Thailand, (2)
synthesize knowledge of the pantuns, and (3) suggest a model of applying the
pantuns in order to strengthen security of communities in these provinces. The
research was conducted in Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat, and Songkla. In-depth interviews
and group discussion were held. The interviewees consist of fifteen pantun scholars
and six Malay litterateurs. 409 pantun poems were collected, including both
traditional and modern ones. They could be divided into eighteen categories by

contents. Analytic induction and descriptive analysis were used in the study.

The results show that the Patani Malay pantuns are in crisis. It is only
the elder who is still able to sing the poems. Since the poems are orally inherited,
no original and official record can be found. In addition, more and more younger
people are not interested, resulting in decline of the tradition and the decreasing
number of its scholars. Most of the verses consist of four lines. Their contents reflect
life, nature, beliefs, wisdom, history and values, and so on, which should be recorded
and conserved to foster solidarity of Muslim communities. These four-lined poems
should be conserved as cultural heritage and taught especially at school. This could

strengthen security of the southern border provinces.





