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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are to study the biography of Shaykh
Muhammad ’Arshad bin ‘Abdullah al-Banjariy and to study the general details of the
book Sabilu al-Muhtadin li al-Tafaqquh fi Amri al-Din by studying sources of this
book as well as making assessments on the status of hadiths mentioned in this book.
The data was collected through the research tools of records and interviews, the information
was analyzed by using Ulumul Hadith, Takhrij, al-Jarh wa Ta‘dil, historical approach and
Tarjih principles. The result of the research found that:

1. Shaykh Muhammad ’Arshad bin Abdullah al-Banjariy was born in
Lok Gabang Kalimatan Indonesia on 1122 H. He began studied Islam in the king
Banjariy’s palace at the age of 7 years old, studied in Makkah city for 30 years and
studied at the Madinah city for 5 years. He is Indonesian scholar, who has knowledge
and technical expertise of Islamic science. He has the ability on teaching and writing
the Islamic texts on aqidah, figh, tasauwuf and astronomy. He died in 1227 H. at
Banjar Kalimatan Indonesia. Cause of the author of this book, The main reason of
writing the book of Sabilu al-Muhtadin li al-Tafaqquh fi Amri al-Din was to meet
with the king of Banjar city’s demand. The king had asked him to write a book about
Islam in order to solve the social problems of ignorance in religion. He began the
writing of this book on the chapter of al-Taharah and ended up with the chapter
al-At’imah within the period of two years. This book consist of two volumes and they
are combined for the sake of publication. Page number of this book contains of 250
pages for the volume I and 269 pages for volume II. The distinctiveness of this book
is almost completely highlighted on worship and ‘ibadat which are clearly based on
the evidence of al-Qur'an and al Hadith. This book is regarded by the Muslim scholar
as excellent and valuable Islamic academic document.

2. Sources of all hadiths mentioned the book Sabilu al-Muhtadin are
recorded in Jawami‘ books including Sahih al-Bukhariy, Sahth Muslim, Sahih Ibn
Hibban, Sahih Ibn Khuzaimah, and al-Sunan books including Sunan Abu Dawid,
Sunan al-Tirmidhiy, Sunan al-Nasa’iy, Sunan Ibn Majah, Sunan al-Dar al-Qutniy and
al-Sunan al-Kubra. The sourced of Hadiths are also recorded in al-Masanid books
including Musnad Imam Ahmad, Musnad al-Bazzar, Musnad al-Humaidiy, Musnad
abu Awanah, Musnad Abt Dawud al-Tayalisiy, Musnad Ab1 Ya’la al Musiliy and
Musnad Firdaus by al-Dailamiy and al-Ma‘ajim books including al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir,
al-Mu‘jam al-Ausat and al-Mu‘jam al-Saghir by al-Tabaraniy, Finally, the Hadith
sources are recorded in al-Mustadrakat books including al-Mustadrak ala al-Sahthain
by Hakim al-Naisabiiriy, al-Muwatta’at books including al-Muwatta’ Imam Malik,
al-Musannafat books including Musannaf Abd al-Razzaq and Musannaf Ibn Abi
Shaybah and al-Ajza’ books including Su‘b al-’Iman by al-Baihaqiy, al-Adab
al-Mufrad by al-Bukhariy and al-Huliyyah al-’Auliya’ by Abi Nu‘iam.



3. The amount of hadith included in Sabilu al-Muhtadin is 277
Regarding the level of these hadith, the result of study reveals that there are 175
hadiths which are regarded as hadith sahih (authentic) representing 63.18 percentage,
8 Hadith which are regarded as hadith sahih lighairihi, (sahih due to external factors)
representing 2.89 percentage, 9 hadith which are regarded as hadith hasan (Fair
Reports ) representing 3.25 percentage, 43 hadiths which are regarded as hadith hasan
lighairihi, (hasan due to external factors) representing 15.52 percentage, 26 hadiths
which are regared as hadith da‘if (weak) representing 9.39 percentage, 9 hadith which
ared regared as da‘if jiddan (Very Weak) representing 3.25 percentage and 5 hadiths
which are regarded as hadith mawdu‘ (the forged reports) representing 1.81
percentage. In addition, the research also find that there 2 hadith which their levels
could not be identified representing 0.72 percentage. In a nutshell, there are 235
hadiths or 84.84 % of all hadiths are categorized in the groups of hadith magbil and
there are 42 hadiths or 15.16% of all hadiths are classified in the groups of hadith
mardud.
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